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Selected Readings from Traditional
Chinese Thinkers (Zi)
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This course is designed to enhance students’ ability to read early
Chinese philosophical writings through the study of selected
readings from traditional Chinese thinkers. Students’ knowledge
of ancient Chinese culture and independent critical thinking will
also be enriched.
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Selected Works of Western Literature in
Chinese Translations (Thought and Culture)
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This course offers students an opportunity to examine the major
trends in Western literature and literary studies through selected
seminal works in Western literature. This will enable students
to explore the similarities and differences between Chinese and
Western literature and acquire wider vision to reconsider Chinese
literature in the special context of modern literary studies.
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Zhuang Zi
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Students will be guided to make an in-depth study on the book
of Zhuang Zi, to fully understand Zhuang Zi’s major ideas, to
investigate his literary style, his communicative skills, and to
observe the impact he makes on Chinese culture.
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Chinese Language and Culture
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This course explores the characteristics of Chinese culture through
the examination of Chinese characters and Chinese language, in
order to deepen students’ understanding on Chinese culture.
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Chinese Rhetoric
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A systematic introduction to Chinese rhetoric theories and
methods and their historical development and principles for usage,
this course is intended to provide students with training in analysis
of rhetorical devices in literary works. It also aims to improve
students’ writing skills.

Another component of this course is business writing. It includes
introduction to style, format, and writing skills. In practical
writing exercises and discussion of writing samples, students will
consolidate their skills in business writing.
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Chinese Semantics
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This course is designed to enhance students’ understanding of
theory and methodology of Chinese semantics. It discusses the
contents of contemporary semantics with respect to the meaning
of words and interpretation of classical texts or texts written in
classical Chinese.
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Practical Chinese Grammar
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Building on CHIL 2007 Modern Chinese Grammar, this course
emphasizes the application of grammatical knowledge. It
develops students’ ability in analysing the grammaticality and
appropriateness of Chinese sentences with a view to enhancing
their writing proficiency.
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Selected Masterpieces in Chinese Linguistics
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This course is designed to cultivate students’ analytical ability and
critical judgement of various linguistic theories.
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Special Topics in Chinese Language
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This course is an advanced study of specific issues in Chinese
etymology, phonology, semantics, grammar or rhetoric.
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Chu Ci
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Through a general introduction to the Chu Ci scholarship and
careful study of representative works in the Chu Ci anthology, the
course guides students to the great value of Chu Ci and cultivate
their capabilities of analysing and evaluating literary works.
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Classical Chinese Drama
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This course is concerned with the historical development of
various types of classical Chinese drama, with the purpose
of cultivating the students’ ability in literary analysis and
appreciation.
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Shi Jing
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This course aims to enhance students’ ability to analyse and
appreciate the works in the Book of Songs. Through careful
analysis of these works, students would be trained to view this
classic from different angles, and be able to attempt different
methodologies to conduct preliminary research.
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Special Topics in Chinese Critical Theory
(Classical Literature)
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This course is designed to acquaint students with the traditional
fundamental literary theories, such as the pragmatic theory, the
metaphysical theory, the expressive theory and the aesthetic
theory, so that they might be able to grasp the vast number of
literary concepts derived from the above theories.
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Special Topics in Classical Chinese
Fiction and Drama
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