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issues arising from each selected contemporary theme, thereby
improving both their language proficiency and their intellectual
maturity and cultural knowledge. Training and practice in
effective communicative strategies are integrated in teaching
and learning activities throughout the course. Students will
learn to read and analyse the issues critically and from multiple
perspectives to gain a deeper understanding and insight, and
to present their arguments and points of view convincingly in
class and in writing. Advanced academic and professional skills
(synthesizing, debating, panel discussion, etc.) are distributed
and explicitly practised in the course. To encourage independent,
lifelong learning, the course provides students with guidance and
training in selecting, evaluating and using self-access multimedia
resources to improve their English and broaden their horizons.
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Elementary Putonghua
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This course is designed for students who are beginners in
learning Putonghua. The course will then focus on Pinyin in
the first several weeks. Besides Pinyin exercises, the course also
aims to enable students to speak and comprehend elementary
Putonghua through practice in pronunciation, oral reading,
everyday conversations, conversations on specific topics, speaking
for specific purposes and listening comprehension. The course
will help equip the students with skills in communicating with
Putonghua speakers, both in academic and social settings.
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Intermediate Putonghua
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This course is designed for students who have basic knowledge of
Putonghua Pinyin. The course aims to upgrade students’ speaking
and comprehension skills in Putonghua to an intermediate level
through practice in speech presentation, oral reading, everyday
conversations, discussions and public speeches on specific topics,
situational conversations and listening comprehension. Pinyin
is used in the course to enhance the accuracy and fluency of the
students’ spoken Putonghua. The effectiveness and efficiency of
comprehension skills are also emphasized.
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Chinese Language
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This course aims at enhancing students’ ability in the Chinese
language and help them to lay a solid foundation in their future
study in Chinese medicine.
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English Language
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This course introduces fundamental knowledge of the English
language, such as vocabulary and grammar. On completion of
the course, students are expected to be able to read professional
articles, journals and medical activity reports. The course helps
students to lay a solid foundation to further study and research in
Chinese and Western medicine.
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LANG 1730 Enhancing Spoken Fluency and
Accuracy in English

Prerequisite: Grade B or below in LANG 1491 English I
This English course aims to help students (1) to improve their

spoken fluency and grammatical accuracy in English in an
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interactive way, including the use of video clips from films, TV
programmes, video blogs, songs and other aural materials; (2) to
improve their conversational strategies; and (3) to enhance their
spoken English to express their views and opinions in informal
conversations, formal discussions, impromptu speeches and oral
presentations.
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Creative Writing through Masterpieces
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This course aims at enhancing general language abilities and
developing basic creative writing skills through in-depth study
and appreciation of literary masterpieces (or excerpts), including
classical and contemporary works written in or translated into
Chinese.

LANG 2006 English through Creative Writing (3,3,0) (E)
This course aims to introduce students to strategies for stimulating
creativity, and to the skills and methods associated with writing
fiction and poetry. The course will take students through the
process of brainstorming, writing, editing and revising one’s
own fiction and poetry, as well as editing and commenting on
the fiction and poetry of others. Special emphasis will be paid
to the implications of word choice and grammatical structure,
and on reading aloud to catch grammatical errors and to improve
pronunciation and vocal projection. Through this course, students
will grow in confidence in their ability to create a fictional world
and share that world with others through their written and oral
performance.
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Refining Chinese Writing Skills
Prerequisite:  GCLA 1005 University Chinese
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The course is designed to help students to acquire and apply
advanced knowledge and techniques for the refinement of their
Chinese writing skills at the word, phrase and sentence levels, to
further enhance and enrich their written expression.
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Commercial Putonghua
Prerequisite: LANG 1005 Elementary Putonghua or equivalent
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The course is aimed at helping students to enhance their
Putonghua proficiency in the skills of communication through
practice in listening, speaking, group discussion and delivering
a speech; and to expand their vocabulary which is used in the
business environment. The students will gain higher confidence
in speaking Putonghua in various business contexts.
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LANG 2016 k3 ¥%id@ah
Interpersonal Putonghua
Prerequisite: LANG 1005 Elementary Putonghua or equivalent
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The course is designed for students who have already completed
elementary Putonghua training. The course aims to improve
students’ oral communication skills in various interpersonal
situations. The course content consists of extensive Putonghua
listening and speaking exercises specially designed for social and
interpersonal interactions. The exercises include oral and written
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language comparison, Cantonese and Putonghua comparison,
public speaking as well as various role-playing speaking exercises.
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Putonghua Performing Arts Appreciation
Prerequisite: LANG 1005 Elementary Putonghua or equivalent
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This course is designed to enhance students’ Putonghua language
skills on the basis of the knowledge and skills they have acquired
in the elementary Putonghua course.

This course consists of two parts: the first part is to enable
students to learn the different types and modes of Putonghua art
performance; to analyse and review the linguistic characteristics
and artistic style of Putonghua performing art; and to appreciate
a variety of Putonghua performing art (such as recitation,
pattering, Chinese comic dialogue and opusculum). The second
part is to enhance students’ oral ability and communication skills
in Putonghua through recitation, storytelling, drama and other
teaching activities.
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Chinese Writing for Business and Public
Administration

Prerequisite:  GCLA 1005 University Chinese
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This course aims to provide students with systematic and
comprehensive training in Chinese writing for business and
public administration. With emphasis on both the theoretical and
practical aspects, the course focuses on enhancing the writing and
presentation skills of the students, so as to better equip them for
their future jobs.
LANG 2026 SCH%{E

Modes of Writing in Chinese
Prerequisite:  GCLA 1005 University Chinese
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The course aims at enhancing the students’ Chinese writing and
speaking skills through the analysis and practice of speech writing,
followed by an oral presentation, argumentative writing and
documentary writing.
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LANG 2035 Language Use and

Communication in a Bilingual Context
This course aims to promote students’ awareness of, and ability
to adapt to, various language needs and demands in study,
work and society, as well as their ability to use English and
Chinese effectively for communicative purposes. The course
will engage students in exploring how language functions in
daily communication (e.g. grammatical, semantic and discourse
features) and the ways in which linguistic and non-linguistic
features affect communication. It will also introduce students to
some fundamental linguistic concepts which they are required
to apply in comparing, analysing and composing English and
Chinese messages.
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LANG 2036 English through Films and Short
Stories

This course aims to enhance students’ general proficiency in
English in all the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing through films and short stories. Students will get extensive
opportunities to watch and read, analyse, discuss, evaluate, and

write about films/short stories. These learning activities will

(3,3,0) (E)

improve students’ independent English language learning skills
and strengthen their critical thinking and imaginative response.
As films and stories reflect human life, by engaging students in in-
depth discussions of various issues related to society and life, the
course will help them gain a better understanding of the value and
meaning of life and their relationship with other people; and this
in turn will enhance their cross-cultural awareness. In this respect,
this course fulfils several HKBU’s Graduate Attributes.

LANG 2037 Advanced English Pronunciation
for Professional Communication
This course aims to help students acquire the pronunciation
features of English to an advanced level of proficiency and
to improve their ability to speak with fluency, clarity and
intelligibility in different social, academic and professional
settings. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to
read and transcribe in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA),
use features of connected speech and appropriate intonation
in their professional spoken discourse, as well as critique and
monitor their spoken English.
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LANG 2045 English through Current Events 3,3,0)
This course is founded on the premise that (beyond the elementary
stages) a language is best acquired not through explicit instruction
but through meaningful and purposeful language use. Therefore
this course aims at maximizing the opportunities and motivation
to use English (in all the four skills of reading, writing, listening
and speaking) by engaging students in current events in various
spheres as reported in the mass media. Students will get extensive
opportunities to read and listen to, as well as discuss and write
about, current affairs both local and worldwide, and in the process
improving their general proficiency in spoken and written English
as well as their critical thinking and argumentation skills, and
broadening their general knowledge and intellectual horizons at
the same time. In doing so, the course simultaneously fulfils most
of HKBU'’s Graduate Attributes.
LANG 2046 Comprehension of Modern Spoken (3,3,0) (E)
English: Culture and Context
This advanced-level English course provides intensive training
and practice involving understanding and analysing English
speech in various authentic situations, focusing on contextual
meaning and cultural awareness that aid comprehension. The
course aims to: (1) improve students’ accuracy in comprehending
verbal communication from media, various daily situations and
educational resources; (2) expand their cultural awareness—of
customs, ethics, history, humour, human relations and regional
and cultural speech differences; and (3) develop higher awareness
of context-bound meaning such as ambiguity, implied meaning,
spoken nuances, connotations beyond literal meaning, etc.
LANG 2055 i mas
Advanced Putonghua
Prerequisite: LANG 1006 Intermediate Putonghua or by
consent of the Language Centre
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While consolidating what the students have learned in
Elementary and Intermediate Putonghua, this course further
upgrades their Putonghua proficiency. It consists of two main
parts. One covers practices in speech presentation, discussion,
situational conversations and speaking on specific topics. The
other covers listening comprehension of dialogues, TV news, TV
programmes and movies. Students’ spoken Putonghua as well as
comprehension will be trained to an advanced level.
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