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issues arising from each selected contemporary theme, thereby
improving both their language proficiency and their intellectual
maturity and cultural knowledge. Training and practice in
effective communicative strategies are integrated in teaching
and learning activities throughout the course. Students will
learn to read and analyse the issues critically and from multiple
perspectives to gain a deeper understanding and insight, and
to present their arguments and points of view convincingly in
class and in writing. Advanced academic and professional skills
(synthesizing, debating, panel discussion, etc.) are distributed
and explicitly practised in the course. To encourage independent,
lifelong learning, the course provides students with guidance and
training in selecting, evaluating and using self-access multimedia
resources to improve their English and broaden their horizons.
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Elementary Putonghua
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This course is designed for students who are beginners in
learning Putonghua. The course will then focus on Pinyin in
the first several weeks. Besides Pinyin exercises, the course also
aims to enable students to speak and comprehend elementary
Putonghua through practice in pronunciation, oral reading,
everyday conversations, conversations on specific topics, speaking
for specific purposes and listening comprehension. The course
will help equip the students with skills in communicating with
Putonghua speakers, both in academic and social settings.
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Intermediate Putonghua
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This course is designed for students who have basic knowledge of
Putonghua Pinyin. The course aims to upgrade students’ speaking
and comprehension skills in Putonghua to an intermediate level
through practice in speech presentation, oral reading, everyday
conversations, discussions and public speeches on specific topics,
situational conversations and listening comprehension. Pinyin
is used in the course to enhance the accuracy and fluency of the
students’ spoken Putonghua. The effectiveness and efficiency of
comprehension skills are also emphasized.
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Chinese Language
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This course aims at enhancing students’ ability in the Chinese
language and help them to lay a solid foundation in their future
study in Chinese medicine.

LANG 1720 %X

English Language
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This course introduces fundamental knowledge of the English
language, such as vocabulary and grammar. On completion of
the course, students are expected to be able to read professional
articles, journals and medical activity reports. The course helps
students to lay a solid foundation to further study and research in
Chinese and Western medicine.
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LANG 1730 Enhancing Spoken Fluency and
Accuracy in English

Prerequisite: Grade B or below in LANG 1491 English I
This English course aims to help students (1) to improve their

spoken fluency and grammatical accuracy in English in an
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interactive way, including the use of video clips from films, TV
programmes, video blogs, songs and other aural materials; (2) to
improve their conversational strategies; and (3) to enhance their
spoken English to express their views and opinions in informal
conversations, formal discussions, impromptu speeches and oral
presentations.
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Creative Writing through Masterpieces
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This course aims at enhancing general language abilities and
developing basic creative writing skills through in-depth study
and appreciation of literary masterpieces (or excerpts), including
classical and contemporary works written in or translated into
Chinese.

LANG 2006 English through Creative Writing (3,3,0) (E)
This course aims to introduce students to strategies for stimulating
creativity, and to the skills and methods associated with writing
fiction and poetry. The course will take students through the
process of brainstorming, writing, editing and revising one’s
own fiction and poetry, as well as editing and commenting on
the fiction and poetry of others. Special emphasis will be paid
to the implications of word choice and grammatical structure,
and on reading aloud to catch grammatical errors and to improve
pronunciation and vocal projection. Through this course, students
will grow in confidence in their ability to create a fictional world
and share that world with others through their written and oral
performance.
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Refining Chinese Writing Skills
Prerequisite:  GCLA 1005 University Chinese
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The course is designed to help students to acquire and apply
advanced knowledge and techniques for the refinement of their
Chinese writing skills at the word, phrase and sentence levels, to
further enhance and enrich their written expression.
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Commercial Putonghua
Prerequisite: LANG 1005 Elementary Putonghua or equivalent
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The course is aimed at helping students to enhance their
Putonghua proficiency in the skills of communication through
practice in listening, speaking, group discussion and delivering
a speech; and to expand their vocabulary which is used in the
business environment. The students will gain higher confidence
in speaking Putonghua in various business contexts.
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Interpersonal Putonghua
Prerequisite: LANG 1005 Elementary Putonghua or equivalent
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The course is designed for students who have already completed
elementary Putonghua training. The course aims to improve
students’ oral communication skills in various interpersonal
situations. The course content consists of extensive Putonghua
listening and speaking exercises specially designed for social and
interpersonal interactions. The exercises include oral and written
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