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interests.  These courses are designed to present a more detailed 
approach to a specific area in Western music history than 
introductory or service courses.  The goal is to lead students to 
an enhanced understanding and appreciation of  a particular 
repertory, composer, genre, or other musical study area.  The 
emphasis is more on depth, rather than breadth.  

MUSI	 3055	 Form and Analysis II	 (3,3,0) 
Prerequisite:	 MUSI 2025 Form and Analysis I
The course continues Form and Analysis I, helping students 
to acquire a systematic understanding of  modes of  analysis 
of  Western Art music, as well as an ability to demonstrate 
proficiency in various analytical approaches.  Students will be 
helped in developing an awareness of  the application of  analysis 
in performance, composition, and appreciation, enhancing both 
their theoretical and aesthetic musical development. 

MUSI	 3056	 Music and the Brain	 (3,3,0) 
This course aims to equip students with a scientific understanding 
of  the phenomenon of  music, including concepts in musical 
perception; musical cognition; musical development; and, 
biological aspects of  brain functions. 

MUSI	 3058	 Style and Performance I	 (3,3,0) 
MUSI	 3059	 Style and Performance II	 (3,3,0) 
Prerequisite:	 Permission of  instructor
This course aims to (1) familiarize the student with issues of  style 
and performance practice in the music literature of  the period(s) 
studied; (2) introduce the various modern and historically aware 
approaches to performance with the view of  opening up new, 
informed performance possibilities for the student; (3) develop the 
student's organisational ability in special-project research work; 
(4) to develop the student’s independent and analytical thinking as 
well as critical musical judgement; and (5) study the factors that 
lead to success in performance.

MUSI	 4016	 Principles of Pedagogy	 (2,2,0) 
This course aims to (1) develop an analytical and rational 
approach to pedagogy; (2) introduce general teaching strategies 
as well as instrument specific approaches in teaching musical 
instruments; and (3) study ways of  imparting one's knowledge to 
others, and ways to encourage well-rounded musical development 
in a private student.

MUSI	 4017	 Conducting III	 (3,3,0) 
To cultivate advanced skills in conducting with emphasis on 
the use of  natural and expressive body movements, as well as 
principles of  non-verbal communication and body language.  
Practical guidelines on the development of  advanced beat patterns 
and gestures as appropriate for style will be introduced through in-
class conducting.

MUSI	 4025	 Special Topics in Music I	 (2,2,0) 
MUSI	 4026	 Special Topics in Music II	 (2,2,0) 
Prerequisite:	 MUSI 1017 Wester n Music Histor y II or 

Permission of  instructor
Special Topics classes will reflect both the research interests 
and professional competencies of  the instructor as well as 
student interests.  These courses are designed to present a more 
detailed approach to specific areas in Western music history than 
introductory or service courses.  The goal is to lead students to 
an enhanced understanding and appreciation of  a particular 
repertory, composer, genre, or other musical study area.  The 
emphasis is more on depth, rather than breadth.

MUSI	 4898-9	 Honours Project I & II 	 (3,1,0) 
The Honours Project is intended to demonstrate student’s ability 
to pursue a topic independently and in depth.  All students 
are to complete a substantial thesis, composition portfolio, or 
performance project during Year III.  Approval of  the project will 
normally be granted at the end of  Year II studies.

MUSS	 2010	 Internship I	 (3,*,*) (C) 
MUSS	 2020	 Internship II	 (3,*,*) (C) 
MUSS	 3010	 Internship III	 (3,*,*) (C) 
MUSS	 3020	 Internship IV	 (3,*,*) (C) 
This course intends to allow music students an opportunity to 
gain academic credit hours while working in a public or non-
profit music organization, such as the Hong Kong Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Hong Kong Sinfonietta Ltd, the Arts Festival, 
among others.  As each internship requires experience in a 
specified area of  administration or particular computer skills, 
this syllabus provides only general guidance and expectations 
from the Department rather than the specific requirements 
for each candidate taking an internship.  Interviews at the 
music organizations might be held prior to selective internship 
programmes.

MUSS	 2110	 Advanced Musicianship I	 (3,*,*) (E) 
As singing and aural skills are fundamental for all musicians, 
this course aims to reinforce the basic foundation in students’ 
musicianship, including their ability to sight-sing, dictate melodic 
examples from tonal literature and perform two-part rhythmic 
exercises.  Keyboard exercises will also be added to improve 
students’ perception of  functional harmonies.  Learning activities 
will include weekly prepared-performance on short excerpts from 
textbooks or literature, dictation assignments, sight-singing and 
rhythm, improvisation on harmonic progressions and keyboard 
drills.

MUSS	 2120	 Advanced Musicianship II	 (3,*,*) (E) 
As singing and aural skills are fundamental for all musicians, this 
course aims to reinforce as well as extend on the basic foundation 
in students’ musicianship, including their ability to sight-sing, 
dictate melodic examples from tonal and atonal literature, and 
perform three-part rhythmic exercises.  Keyboard exercises will 
also be added to improve students’ perception of  chromatic 
harmonies.  Learning activities will include weekly prepared-
performance on short excerpts from textbooks or literature, 
dictation assignments, sight-singing and rhythm, improvisation on 
jazz harmonic progressions and keyboard drills.
 
MUSS	 2130	 From Bach to Brahms (Music 	 (3,*,*) (E)  
		  History and Literature)
This course will focus on the understanding of  the social 
background and music making in the Common-Practice Period 
(Baroque to late 19th century).  A wide spectrum of  representative 
repertoire selected from each stylistic period and in different 
scoring will be studied.  Other relevant contemporary issues such 
as patronage, political tensions and cultural environment will also 
be discussed.

MUSS	 2140	 Mahler, Debussy and the Global 	 (3,*,*) (E)   
		  Era (Music History and Literature)
This course will focus on the understanding of  the musical styles 
and innovations from the turn of  20th century to the present day.  
A wide spectrum of  representative repertoire selected from various 
stylistic approaches, countries and in different scorings will be 
studied.  Other relevant contemporary issues, such as education 
systems, political tensions, wars and developments in other art 
forms will also be discussed.

MUSS	 2150	 Practical Writing and Public 	 (3,*,*) (E)  
		  Speaking for Musicians
This class provides music students with skills to become better 
communicators.  Focusing on both writing and speaking processes, 
students will be introduced to fundamental concepts and stages 
of  organization for various types of  academic and professional 
projects.  They will also practice different modes of  oral and 
written delivery for topics relating to performance, theory, history, 
and repertoire, thereby allowing them to gain conceptual clarity, 
experience, and greater confidence in communicating about 
music.


