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This course is intended to equip students with a foundational
knowledge of Western Sinology, by cultivating a global vision
and adopting a comparative approach in studying Chinese-related
topics. This would allow students to be more sophisticated in
academic research and better prepared for further development in
their careers and pursuits of higher degrees in the field of Chinese
studies.
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Fundamentals of Chinese Dialectology
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This course provides students with a fundamental knowledge
of Chinese dialects, covering their geographical distribution,
linguistic characteristics and mutual relationships. The principles
and methodology of dialectology will also be illustrated.
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Honours Project (Research Paper/
Creative Writing)
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Thesis: The Project is intended to train all Year IV students
in independent research. The topic and research plan of the
Honours Project are designed under the guidance and supervision
of an adviser assigned to each student. The objectives of the
course: (1) to consolidate knowledge and skills acquired during
the course of study, and (2) to cultivate students’ potential for
academic research.
Creative Writing: The Project is intended to train all Year IV
students in independent research on creative writing under the
supervision of an adviser assigned to each student. The Project
is comprised of one piece of creative writing and one analytical
essay of it. The objectives of the course include: (1) to encourage
and cultivate students’ interest in creative writing, and (2) to
enhance students’ capability of writing on literature-related topics.
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CHSE 1005 Essentials of Economics 3,3,0) (E)
This course is designed to introduce basic economic concepts
that are useful for students to understand major issues facing
the Chinese economy today. The goal is to present fundamental
ideas of microeconomics and macroeconomics into an integrated
framework whereby students can comprehend the background, the
reform and the drawbacks of the government policies in changing
the country into a market economy.

CHSE 1010 Introductory Economic Analysis
for China Studies

This course introduces economic concepts and theories in a way
which is understandable to students with no prior training in
economics. Teaching will involve basically intuition and graphical
illustrations. While general economic topics are included,
those that are particularly relevant for analysing the Chinese
economy will be given greater attention; and the real problems of
China’s economic development will be used as examples. Upon
completion of the course, students should be able to appreciate
how simple analytical tools in economics can help explain various
economic phenomena around them, as well as the major events
and trends in the Chinese economy.

3,3,0)

CHSE 2005 Foundations of Chinese Economy (3,3,0) (E)
The course aims to introduce students with the basic features of
the Chinese economic system and its performance since 1949,

with emphasis on its post-1978 reform period. The institutional
reforms in various sectors and the gradual open-up of the
economy will be analysed in detail. After taking this course, the
students are expected to appreciate why China has been successful
in maintaining a high economic growth since reform and what
challenges it will be facing in the future.

CHSE 2220 Foundations of Chinese
Economy

The course aims to introduce students with the basic features of
the Chinese economic system and its performance since 1949,
with emphasis on its post-1978 reform period. The institutional
reforms in various sectors and the gradual open-up of the
economy will be analysed in detail. After taking this course, the
students are expected to appreciate why China has been successful
in maintaining a high economic growth since reform and what
challenges it will be facing in the future.

(3,3,0)

CHSE 3010 Urban and Regional Economic 3,3,0)
Development in China
Prerequisite: CHSE 2220 Foundations of Chinese Economy

This course studies how China’s urbanization strategies and
regional development policies have affected economic performance
since reform. The first part of the course will review China’s
urbanization strategies and analyse how the Chinese government
has attempted to improve the management and administration
system of cities to promote economic growth. The second part
will discuss the central government’s regional economic policies
in different stages of reform and the actual development paths of
major regions in China.

CHSE 3035 Industrial Management and 3,3,0) (P)
Development in China
Prerequisite: ECON 1005 Principles of Economics I or ECON

1006 Principles of Economics II or CHSE 1005

Essentials of Economics or ECON 1007 Basic

Economic Principles
The course aims to develop students’ knowledge of the industrial
sector of the Chinese economy, placing particular emphasis on
the reform experience of the industrial enterprises in the country.
Special effort will be put on analysing the recent emergence
of private enterprises in the industrial sector. The course will
discuss how this change came about and its likely impacts on
the economic development of the country. The final part of the
course will discuss the difficulties facing the country in upgrading
its industrial structure. Some international experience will be
drawn on making policy recommendations.

CHSE 3047 Rural Economic Development (3,3,0) (E)
in China
Prerequisite: CHSE 2005 Foundations of Chinese Economy

This course aims at fostering an in-depth understanding of the
process of institutional and policy changes as well as economic
development in the countryside of China since 1949. Greater
emphasis will be placed on the reform period. Debates in the
Western literature and among Chinese economists will be
critically reviewed.

CHSE 3055 Urban and Regional Economic 3,3,0)
Development in China
Prerequisite: CHSE 2005 Foundations of Chinese Economy

This course studies how China’s urbanization strategies and
regional development policies have affected economic performance
since reform. The first part of the course will review China’s
urbanization strategies and analyse how the Chinese government
has attempted to improve the management and administration
system of cities to promote economic growth. The second part
will discuss the central government’s regional economic policies
in different stages of reform and the actual development paths of
major regions in China.
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